Vientiane Times
26 January 2009

Laos, Thailand strengthen bilateral relations

Thailand 's Prime Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva last Friday paid an official visit to Laos to
advance bilateral relations and cooperation in projects including road and rail links
between Laos and Thailand .

% 4 Mr Abhisit's visit was in response to an invitation from

« M |20 Prime Minister Bouasone Bouphavanh. Laos is the
first country the Thai Prime Minister has visited since
assuming office last month.

An official welcome ceremony for Mr Abhisit took place
8 at the National Assembly, where he met Mr Bouasone
and high-ranking officials.

Mr Bouasone Bouphavanh (right)

and Mr Abhisit Vejjajiva lay a At the ceremony the two leaders listened to the national

foundation stone for the anthems of both countries before inspecting the guard of
construction of an indoor stadium honour of the Lao People's Army. They then laid wreaths
in Beungkhayong village, o pay tribute to soldiers who sacrificed their lives for the

Sisattanak district, Vientiane.  ga04om of Laos , at the Unknown Soldier's Monument.

An official meeting of both sides took place at the International Cooperation and
Training Centre where Mr Bouasone congratulated Mr Abhisit on becoming the 27th
prime minister of Thailand .

Mr Bouasone said although the global financial crisis was having an impact on many
countries, it would not affect cooperation between Laos and Thailand .

“) would like to take this opportunity to thank the Thai government and people for their
help with many development projects in Laos ,” he added.

Mr Bouasone said l.aos and Thailand had jointly built the first rail link from Vientiane to
Nong Khai province in Thailand .

)t is expected the railway will officially open for use in March.

The two prime ministers also discussed the progress of other projects, such as the
construction of Road No 11 and the third and fourth bridges. These bridges will link
Laos and Thailand as well as open up connections to other countries in the sub-
region.

The two leaders also assigned the relevant sectors of each country to continue
discussions on adjustments to the purchase price of electricity from Laos , as the
financial crisis has affected hydropower development projects.

To make more economically effective use of the east-west road through the bridge
linking Savannakhet province in Laos and Mudakhan in Thailand , the two sides would



discuss details before implementing a one-stop inspection of vehicles passing
between the two countries.

The two sides expressed satisfaction with the progress made in border demarcation
between the two countries.

Regarding illegal immigration, the two sides agreed to pass responsibility for this area
to the cooperation mechanism between Laos and Thailand , with work to continue until
finished in strict accordance with the principles agreed to.

Laos and Thailand consider this issue to be an internal matter and will not allow other
countries to interfere and make the situation worse.

Prime Minister Bouasone Bouphavanh expressed his intention to attend the 14th
Asean Summit, which will be hosted by Thailand at the end of next month.

The Thai premier also paid a courtesy cail on Lao National Assembly President
Thongsing Thammavong and visited That Luang stupa.

Mr Bouasone and Mr Abhisit attended a ceremony to lay a foundation stone for the
construction of an indoor stadium in Beungkhayong village, Sisattanak district,
Vientiane .

The stadium will be one of the main venues used in the 25th Southeast Asian Games
in December.

The Thai government is funding the construction of the stadium and is aiso helping to
improve the old indoor stadium, at a cost of more than 20 billion kip (85 million baht).

Construction is expected to be finished in May. Mr Bouasone hosted a dinner for Mr
Abhisit at the Lao Plaza Hotel, after which the Thai premier and his delegation
returned to Thailand .
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