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strengthemng thc rclatlonshlp ’
~of cooperatlon between the two
countries,
. Concerning the return of the
- Vang Tao Chong Mek bandits,
the Thai Prime Minister said:
“Now, that the matter of the
checkpoint bandits is making its .
- way through the legal process,
we can cooperate with Laos on
. this issue. If the legal process
allows us to, we will implement
. various sivategies in order to
" show our intent to cooperate in
. efforts to rid the region of bad
ups”. |
He added that both sides
should cooperate by receiving
and providing information to
disrupt the activities of these
destructive groups. Besides
" taiking about security issues, the
Thai Prime Minister also
confirmed that his country would

demarcation between the
countries. The demarcation of the land

. border should be completed in 2002 and
the river border by 2003.

According to Director of Asia and
Pacific Department Vichit Singdavong,
at the meeting, Lao leaders also
proposed that Thailand accept Lao
goods to sell in Thailand, because
Thailand had already agreed to accept
23 types of Lao agricultural goods to
_sell in Thailand, but has not yet
implemented the agreement. Thailand

. has subsequently asked Laos to submit
the prbposed goods to the upcoming
meeting of finance ministers of ASEAN.

"N The old ASEAN member countries will

give preferences and tax exemptionsto
the exports of the new ASEAN
- members mcluding Laos. The meeting

Prime M:mster Thnksm Shmawatra

'_L;l: N

._wﬂ] be held in Tha.l]and soon.
. accelerate the process of border .
two -

. In the ‘area of commumcat:ons
cooperatlon Thailand is also interested

in aiding the construction of road No 9 ~

from the second Mekong Friendship

. ‘bridge "in "Savannakhet province

prowdmg access to Viemam and the
road running through the northern part
of Laos from Thailand to China. This
road is éurrently being developed with
the ‘assistance of the Asian
Development Bank (ADB), and
Thailand and China have also agreed
to help in the completion of this project.

Tha electricity purchases from Laos
were also brought up for discussion at

the meeting. The two sides agreed io

continue implementing their current
agreement together by .giving
responsibility to the concerned sectors
of the two countries. In addition, the

two Prime Ministers also. agreed to

"’ MICELINE DETWEEN INE WO GelegALONS,

From j)age 1

(Ieﬁ)_calls on Presndent Khamtay Slphandone

cooperate on drug prevention and
elimination. Lao Prime Minister

‘Bounyang Vorichit accepted an

invitation to aitend a high-level meeting
among China, Myanmar, Laos and
Thailand to be hosted by China. Laos
also expressed its intent to solve the
drug issue by cooperating with
Thailand and other regional
neighbours. The Lao government plans
to eliminate the production of opium
by the year 2005.

After the meeting Prime Minister
Thaksin Sinawatra called on President
Khamtay Siphandone.

Mr Vichit Sindavong said

_President Kamtay Siphandone said

that he appreciated the official visit of
Prime Minister Thaksin Sinawatra and
told the Thai Premier that he wanted
the two governments to cooperate to
the profit of both the peoples of Laos
and Thailand. He said that
there is no reason why the two
countries cannot understand '
each other, because Laos and
Thailand share similar
languages, religions and
eultures. Consequently the
relationship between Laos and
Thailand should be a model for
other countries.

" On this occasion, the Thai
government also provided a
bateh of medicine to the Lao
government costing about
baht two million. During his stay
in Laos the Thai Prime Minister
was warmly welcomed by the
.Lao government. Before going
back to Thailand, Prime
Minister Thaksin Shinawatra
met with Thai business people
in Laos.
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