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The Royal Kathin Ceremony B.E. 2552 (2009)
Wat Sisaket, Vientiane, Lao PDR
16-17 October 2009

On 16-17 October 2009, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Royal Thai
Embassy in Vientiane in collaboration with the Thai-Lao Friendship Association and
Lao-Thai Friendship Association held the Royal Kathin Ceremony (Robe Offering
Ceremony) B.E.2552 (2009) at Wat Sisaket, Vientiane, Lao PDR. This merit making
ceremony aims to promote cultural cooperation and people contact between Thailand
and Laos, as well as to celebrate the 450" anniversary of Vientiane becoming the
capital of the country in 2010.

The Kathin ceremony started with a prayer in the evening of 16 October at Wat
Sisaket and was followed by traditional performances at Krung Thai Bank located
nearby the temple. The performances included Thai Northeastern-style singers and
Lao traditional dance.

In the early morning of 17 October, Dr. Virabongsa Ramangkura, the Thai-Lao
Friendship Association’s President, and Professor Dr. Bosengkam Wongdara, Deputy
Minister of Information and Culture and the Lao-Thai Friendship Association’s
President offered alms to monks. They were joined by other high level dignitaries
such as H.E. Mr.Teera Slukpetch, Minister of Culture of Thailand, Ambassador of
Thailand to Lao PDR, Governor of Nongkhai, and the Consul General of Thailand in
Savannakhet.

At 9.00 hours, Dr. Virabongsa Ramangkura carried the Royal Kathin and
walked in procession around the sim or chapel of Wat Sisaket. He was accompanied
by all dignitaries and guests attending the ceremony. Afterwards, they moved into the
chapel to offer the Royal Kathin to the abbot of Wat Sisaket. Around 400 people
were present.

This Royal Kathin Ceremony received 1,815,832.17 baht of donation from

Thai and Lao firms and the public. The donation has been presented to Wat Sisaket to
contribute to the temple’s renovation fund on the occasion of the 450" Anniversary of
Vientiane becoming the capital of Laos in 2010.



