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| Speach
by His Excellency Mr. Choummaly Sayasone,
President of the Lao People's Democratic Republic
At State Banquet hasted by His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej
Bangkok, May 12, 2008

Your Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej and Queen Sirikit,
Your Royal Hignessas,

Excellencies,

Distinguished Guests, Ladien and Gentiemen,

It gives me and my wife a great pleasure and honour to pay this State
Visit fo the Kingdom of Thailand. On this occasion, | would like to express my
sincere thanks and heartfelt appreciation to His Majesty King Bhumibol
Adulyadej and Her Majesty the Quesn Sirikit for the warmest and most cordial
welcome accorded to me and my wife as well as for elegantly hosting tonight's
dinner in our honour.

As immediate neighboring countries, the Lao People's Democratic
Republic and the Kingdom of Thailand share similar fine traditions and culture,
language and historical relations dating back since the ancient time,
™ Moreover, our people are’ bound by common racial traits and kinship, the
fundamental besis for deepaning the long lasting frisndship and cooparation
from the past to the present. '

Over the past of almost 20 yaars, the exchanges of visit by the heads of
state have made the relations between our two countries elevated to the
highest level. The Lzo people have boen always remembering the fruitful
outcomes of the State Visit'to the Lao PDR by their Majesties the King and the
Queen which continues to heighten the relations between our two nations and
has becoms the cornerstone to our two countries to live in peace, fo
cooperate constructivaly and to promote mutual trust, understanding and
confidence. The visit of Her Royal Highness Princzss Maha Chakri Sifindhom
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to the Lao PDR every year gives the Lao People renewal of their joyful.
welcome to Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chaksi.

The kinship of Lao and Thai peoples and good neighborliness betwaen
the two countries have become an Important factor for the two countries to
make use of various cooperation mechaniems in political, economic and other
sectors to strengthen the spirt of good neighbortiness, mutual assistance as
well as to promote stability and prosperity between the twa countries.

Apart from being a kinship, the Lao PDR and Thalland are mambers of
the ASEAN family which the two countfries ¢an enhance the cooperation at the
regional and internefional fora to make Southeast Asla a region of peace,
stability and prosperity.

On this auspicious occasion, may | kindly invite all distinguished guests
to join me in a toast ' '

= to the good health and prosperity of His Majesty King Bhumibol
Adulyadej and Her Majesty the Queen Sirikit;

= to the good health and happiness of all the members of the Royal
Family; and

= to the |ong'sta§1ding friendly relations betwsen the Lao People's
Democratic Republic and the Kingdom of Thailand.

| Thank you




